Lesson In Bogotá: March 2005
I am going to say a few words in poor Spanish to begin.

Buenos Dios – Me llamo es Geoffrey.  – Yo soy profesor in el escuela e yo vivo in Caracas peo mío importante yo amaro El Señor con me corazón totalmente. Yo soy Cristiano por veinte-dos anos e me adoración por Cristo, me adoración por El Señor, crecer con consistanidad. Por favor, usted comprenda el mió importante Información para tu…. El Señor amores tu totalmentel. (San Juan 3:16)

Now I will speak in English so you can understand me better. I wanted to say a few words in Spanish so you would know that I have great love for you. Thank you Pepe for translating for me. God gives us each different gifts and mine has not been learning Spanish.

Let me start by saying that I LOVE YOU. We have never met before but I love you. How can this be? In our world it is not usually acceptable to say, “I love you” to people you’ve just met.  You might get a bad look. so how can I love you?  Because you love God and I love God and according to scripture that makes us family. And I love the family God has given me.
Let’s read out text today…. I John 3:11 – 24

This morning lets consider through this text what it means to love each other.  First let’s remember that there is one key to our Christianity…. relationships.

Jesus spoke on relationships a lot.  For example, one time he was asked what the greatest commandment was and his answer had to do with relationships. “First love God. Then love your neighbor as yourself.” Anther time he was asked, “How often should we forgive others?” Again the answer was about relationship, “70x7 times.” As Christians we know that that means to never stop forgiving.

Relationships are important to God. In our text it says, “Love each other!” It is a command.

Most people come to Christ because of relationships. Someone brought us to Christ through our relationship and realized our relationships are better in Him.

Please consider—a relationship requires love.  An acquaintance requires nothing.

There is an activity I sometimes do with my students. I pose the question, “If everyone in this room were to shake hands with everyone else only one time, how many handshakes would there be?” You might be surprised to know that 30 people in a room would produce around 465 handshakes.  But if there is nothing more than a handshake where does that get us?  No where. So God commands us to LOVE. 

I know some people who go to church on Sundays… shake hands, say “hello” to others and then head home quickly…. then they don’t call or contact another Christians for a week and they think they have shown love. They have not because they have no relationship with the church.

Please remember that this letter was written to Christians in a time when there was a lot of turmoil  in the church. so God has John make the message clear….. “Stop saying you love and REALLY love.  Show the action.” Love is a verb (DC Talk Song)

Love is like a bar of soup. Sitting by the sink it does nothing but it holds the power to clean.  As a kid I would sometimes get my hands wet but that did not do the job. If we hold love in our heart then its power can not be released.
God says, “USE LOVE!!” (I John 3: 18) “Really use it.” Remember this because I will return to this important point again and again.

Why have the Sunday morning “Hello” people not shown love? Because they have not been involved in the lives of other.  The is no relationship there.  Don’t be this type Christian.  Loving others requires us to be involved.
But sometimes we say, “I don’t really want to go out of my way to love others” or  “I don’t feel like showing love.” In Christ we have no choice.  We no longer act as the world does. We show love first before they show it to us. Not after.

But why love? Sure God commanded it but beyond that is there a reason (does there really need to be)? The world says, “Love so you will get love.” God says (verse 16), “Love because you have been given love.”

We in Christ know how lost we were…. how addicted to sin we were…. how bad we acted…. and we also know that Christ died for us and paid our great debt…. I Corinthians 15:56, 57.

Someone who understands that they have been given much will be able to five much more….

Someone who has been hungry will know how to feed.

Someone who has been tired will know how to give rest.

Someone who has had pain will know how to give comfort.

Someone who has had joy will know how to celebrate with others.

Someone who has known love will know how to love.

The cross of Christ has bridged the gap we had with God.  It was through Christ’s love that we were given freedom. Therefore we need to give love to others.

So how can we express love to others?  Let me give you a few ideas….

A) You know the needs of people around you (and I don’t necessarily mean money needs).  Since you know the needs, don’t be afraid to fill them.  You will be blessed in that.

B) Share time with other…. giving time to others is a true gift.

C) Give grace to others. Forgive them

D) Show random acts of kindness to people who need a boost.

E) Call and check on people.  A simple phone call can be powerful.

F) A few more ideas from the Bible can be found in Ephesians 4: 1-3
I am a teacher so I like to give homework.

My homework to you…. to this church is to learn how to really love each other. Do not end this day without showing the action of love.

In this the Church will grow…. why?   “They will know we are Christians by out love.”

Thank you.

